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Introductory words from Priska Hinz,
Minister for Environment

Dear readers,

Minister for Environment Priska 
Hinz at the Shepherd’s Festival in 
Hungen, 2014
Image: Jan-Lukas Böger
Large image: Christian Sperling 
Sheep mascot: Julia Beltz

What has the LIFE project accomplished?

Project achievements

the first EU-subsidized LIFE project in Hesse has just been con-
cluded. The environmental protection “Pastures of the Wetterau” 
project was implemented along with the Wetterau district and the 
towns of Hungen and Nidda and carried out many measures and 
activities from 2010 to 2014. The aim of all this is to preserve the 
habitats in the grasslands that have traditionally been grazed by 
sheep, to maintain their astonishing biodiversity and allow it to 
flourish further.

The measures taken were many: the clearing of shrubs and sap-
lings; the reestablishment and linking of nutrient-poor grassland 
sites; improvement of the water supply for grazing animals; set-
ting up an equipment base to improve the follow-up maintenance
of the lands; training nature and cultural guides; educating 
shepherds; and purchasing sheep.

At the Wetterau Country Lamb Festival every autumn, visitors 
have been able to enjoy delicious lamb dishes as well as taking 
tours, excursions and even cooking classes. The theme of these 
activities is: Nutrient-poor grasslands depend on sheep. In the 
Sheep and Nature multimedia room in the old village centre of 

Hungen, there are visual exhibits showing the biodiversity of the 
area and allowing visitors experience sheepherding in the past 
and today. The Path of the Shepherds is a walking tour in Nidda, 
Hungen, Langd, Münzenberg and around the Glauberg site which 
leads hikers through the ecological wealth of the poorest areas. 
The Sheep and the Cultured Landscape pavilion at the Celtic mu-
seum in Glauberg emphasizes the significance of grazers to hu-
mankind, in the past and today.

Grazing makes a valuable and irreplaceable contribution to biodi-
versity. Sheep have been helping to shape and maintain our cul-
tured landscape for thousands of years. The socioeconomic study 
conducted as part of the LIFE project “Small grasslands in the 
Wetterau region” gives us sobering data, however, showing that 
sheepherding operations are suffering from declining revenue, 
despite agricultural subsidies; in most cases, sheepherding is not 
economically viable. The economic situation of the sheepherding 
operations must be improved, because shepherds are needed to 
preserve the rich variety of plant and animal species in nature 
preserves in Hesse and elsewhere – now and in future. To this 
end, the LIFE project identified important possible approaches 

to solving these problems, approaches that will be taken in 
the years to come. An overall business-oriented biodiversity 
consultation programme has been designed with the aim of 
helping shepherds unify and optimize business administra-
tion, site management and maintenance. Additional appro-
aches include the exemplary partnership model between 
sheepherding operations and local governments and rein-
forcing the shepherds’ position as providers of landscape 
maintenance services.
 
The cooperation of all the people and organizations involved, 
especially the shepherds and environmental protection vo-
lunteers, made the LIFE project “Pastures of the Wetterau” 
into a complete success. For the benefit of all animal and 
plant species and the people of Hesse, I fully expect that the 
region will attract additional projects in which a broad con-
sensus and common action lead to such success.

•	 Approximately	90	hectares	of	formerly	nutrient-poor	grassland	

 was cleared of shrubs and saplings and these can develop into 

 habitat in the years to come. Paths for the flocks of sheep were 

 restored and the area’s suitability for grazing was improved

•	 Currently	the	habitat	has	been	increased	by	10	hectares	

•	 Over	27	additional	hectares	have	been	purchased	for	imple-

 mentation of these measures

•	 Restoration	in	over	27	subareas	through	removal	of	foreign	

 objects (fences, trash, invasive species, etc.)

•	 Eleven	areas	constituting	over	25	hectares	of	new	grazing	land

•	 Improvement	of	water	supply	for	30	areas	(purchase	of	water	

 vehicle(s), connection to water pipes, standpipes)

•	 Establishment	of	an	equipment	base	in	Nidda	with	specialized	

 tools for the maintenance of nutrient-poor grassland

•	 Purchase	of	25	grassland	fence	units,	three	refrigerated	

 wagons, three rechargeable hoof clippers, one sheep-sorting 

	 device,	one	trailer,	protectors	for	500	trees

•	 Construction	of	over	1.7	km	in	fences,	purchase	of	10.5	km	in	

 mobile fences to enclose and protect the flocks/herds

•	 Purchase	of	approximately	500	sheep	and	goats	in	four	herds	

 in order to guarantee environmentally friendly grazing 

•	 Training	for	two	apprentice	shepherds

•	 Improved	cooperation	between	shepherds,	butchers	and

 restaurateurs

•	 Improved	communication	regarding	environmental	protection,	

 sheepherding and hunting

•	 100	tastings	of	lambmeat,	marketing	programme	Wetterau	

 Lamb Festival

•	 Opening	of	the	Sheep	and	Nature	multimedia	room	in	Hungen

•	 Construction	and	furnishing/equipping	of	the	“Sheep	and	

 Landscape” pavilion at the Celtic museum in Glauberg

•	 Signage	for	five	walking	tours	in	Hungen,	Nidda,	Glauberg,	

 Münzenberg and Langd

•	 The	website	www.wetterauer-hutungen.de	provides

 information about the project

•	 The	project	film	“LIFE	in	the	Shepherd’s	Wagon”	reported	

 on the relevant underlying topics of the LIFE project: habitat 

 areas and their species, sheepherding, volunteer work and 

 the Shepherd’s Festival in Hungen
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LIFE – for the first time in Hesse

Embedded in the farmland of the Wetterau region, 
pastures used for sheep grazing can be found on iso-
lated hilltops and slopes. These hilltops, which consis-
ted	of	open	nutrient-poor	grasslands	until	 the	1960s,	
were becoming more and more populated by shrubs 
and small trees. The species-rich open grasslands in-
creasingly turned into small islands, so that grazing 
became too difficult. Some areas however were largely 
preserved, thanks to the efforts of shepherds, volun-
teers and governmental authorities. The remaining nu-
trient-poor grasslands continue to make an extremely 
important contribution to biodiversity in the ecosys-
tem, a fact that was recognized when they were offici-
ally accepted by the European Union’s protected areas 
programme, Natura 2000. This gave the people of the 
region the idea that they could apply for support from 
the European Union for the preservation of the small 
grassland areas.

After many rounds of negotiation, in 2008 a LIFE+ pro-
posal	was	drawn	up	with	 the	purpose	of	 having	50%	
of the expenses covered by the EU. This proposal was 
approved	 in	 2009,	 and	 work	 on	 the	 project	 began	 in	
2010. After a period of five years, the project ended in 
2014. The project’s budget was 4.1 million euros.

  LIFE+

L’Instrument Financier pour l’Environnement	(abbreviated	as	LIFE,	known	as	LIFE+	since	2007)	is	
the only EU subvention programme with the task of providing financial support to environmental 
protection initiatives only. LIFE+ provides an option when other EU subvention programmes are in-
applicable.	In	general,	the	EU	agrees	to	play	a	confinancing	role	and	underwrite	50%	of	the	expenses.

For 20 years, the LIFE Nature programmes has provided financing for sustainable investments 
in Natura 2000 areas and protective measures for species covered under the Bird Protection 
directive and/or species and habitat types covered under the FFH directive.

  Natura 2000 – the protected areas programme

All member states identified and registered suitable areas; in doing so, they implemented the 
EU’s FFH and Bird Protection directives. In order to protect the most valuable habitats, the pro-
tected areas programme Natura 2000 has now become a European-wide network.

In Hesse, approximately 440,000 hectares, more than 20 percent of the land, is part of the Natura 
network.	A	total	of	639	protected	areas	have	been	selected	for	this	purpose.	Currently	there	are	
almost	23,000	FFH	areas	and	about	5,400	bird	preserves	in	the	European	Natura-2000	network	
as	a	whole;	this	is	more	than	17.5	percent	of	the	entire	European	Union.

070
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Environmental protection across Europe

Increased land usage and the reduced amount of agri-
cultural and forest lands have both increased the risk 
that many unique ecosystems will be lost. This inclu-
des the ancient small grasslands in the Wetterau re-
gion, which have traditionally been grazed by sheep. 
However, the initiative to preserve the pastures of the 
Wetterau is part of a larger European-wide effort to 
preserve valuable and sensitive ecosystems. To this 
end,	since	1992	the	European	Union	has	required	that	
its member states comply with the Fauna-Flora-Hab-
itat (FFH) directive to protect flora, fauna and habitat 
that are significant on a European-wide level. The Bird 
Protection	directive	has	been	 in	force	since	1979	and	
aims to protect and ensure the survival of endangered 
bird species, especially migratory birds.
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The pastures of the Wetterau

The pastures of the Wetterau

Goals of the LIFE+ project

The main focus of the LIFE project “Pastures of the Wet-
terau” was the nutrient-poor grasslands on hilltops and 
slopes which had traditionally been grazed by sheep. The 
aim was to preserve and improve these areas’ biodiversi-
ty. The first step was to ensure the sustainable and sus-
tained preservation of the (sheep-grazed) grasslands. To 
reach this goal, numerous steps were taken to preserve 
the habitat/biotopes and to promote sheepherding.

First, several subareas were cleared of shrubs in order 
to prepare them for the reestablishment as grazing land; 
the grazing infrastructure was improved. An example of 
this is the purchase of mobile and stationary fences and 
the improvement of the water supply. Including the pu-
blic in the project was an important consideration. The 
Sheep and Nature multimedia room in Hungen, the Sheep 
and the Cultured Landscape pavilion in Glauberg, walking 
tours with signs providing information in Nidda, Hungen 
and Münzenberg, numerous events focusing on the LIFE+ 
project, and the marketing of sheep-related products ap-
pealed to young and old and reinforced the public’s awa-
reness of the connection between sheepherding and en-
vironmental protection.

 

Project area
The	project	area	consisting	of	500	km²	 is	 located,	as	 the	name	 implies,	 in	 the	rural	
Hessian	region	of	the	Wetterau	in	the	Rhine-Main	lowlands,	between	the	cities	Frank-
furt am Main and Gießen, and includes the northern Wetterau district and the southern 
administrative area of Gießen. The subareas – small grasslands which are unsuitable 
for agriculture – are mostly located on small hilltops embedded in the otherwise fer-
tile	and	heavily	farmed	agricultural	land	of	the	Wetterau	region.	In	total,	the	65	LIFE+	
subareas constitute an area of 2,612 hectares.
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The wealth of the poorest sites

Plant life of the pastures

The plant species of the pastures are specially adapted to 
habitats which once took up only a small amount of space 
in our landscape (hill- and mountaintops, stony slopes). 
With pastures shrinking, many of these species have 
become very rare, and some are even threatened with 
extinction. The preservation of these grazed grasslands 
is therefore important to the promotion of biodiversity.

In Hesse, the common pasque flower (Pulsatilla vulga-
ris) and the fringed gentian (Gentianopsis ciliata) are 
endangered, and the autumn lady’s-tresses (Spiranthes 
spiralis) is acutely endangered.

In the cultured landscape of the Wetterau, most of which 
is heavily farmed, there is a corresponding lack of bio-
diversity – this makes the relatively small areas of nu-
trient-poor grass in the project area crucially important 
for preservation of biodiversity in the region. In the Wet-
terau district, nutrient-poor grasslands make up only 
0.17%	of	the	surface	area,	yet	they	are	home	to	a	signi-
ficant percentage of the endangered plant species pre-
sent	in	the	district.	A	total	of	76	endangered	higher	plant	
species	and	32	endangered	lichen	species	are	found	on	
these islands of biodiversity within the project area. 

The plants typical of the Pastures of the Wetterau are experts at survival. They have to be! This is 
because they grow in a place with unfavourable conditions, on dry, nutrient-poor soil.

Several times a year there is a grazing session, during which a large amount of the leaves and flo-
wers are consumed by sheep. The plants have developed various ways of adapting to this environ-
ment. Thorns, poisons and bitter substances help them protect themselves against the depredations 
of grazing. A low-lying shape, water storage and protective measures against evaporation are some 
of the adaptations that help plants survive the dry conditions. There are also plants which have found 
another way to survive: they simply wait out the summer in seed form.

The plants are able to cope with the extreme conditions in their environment – often they cope ama-
zingly well. However, they encounter difficulties as soon as taller plants gain an advantage. This 
can happen when no grazing takes place, for example. Increasingly thick and matted grass spreads 
and more nutrients are stored in the soil. First strong competitive species gain a foothold, and then 
shrubs take over what once were the small grasslands – until it’s no longer possible to see that they 
were there. A lack of or interruption in grazing and the accompanying formation of overgrowth is 
thus one of the most common dangers faced by the plants typical of the small grasslands.

The stemless thistle (Cirsium acaule) 
is	found	in	25	project	subareas	and	
is thus the most common key species 
in the project.
Image: Bodo Fritz

The bright flowers of the maiden 
pink (Dianthus deltoides) can be 
admired in the early summer.
Image: Jürgen Henkel

The yellow dye produced by dyer’s 
broom (Genista tinctoria) was once 
used to colour linen and wool, leading 
to its name. Image: Christina Marx

Although characteristic of the se-
mi-dry grasslands, but it has become 
rare – the fringed gentian (Gentianop-
sis ciliata). Image: Wolfgang Wagner  

The English sunrose (Helianthe-
mum ovatum) is one of the LIFE 
project’s key species.
Image: Jürgen Henkel

The heath with its characteristic 
mantle of heather (Calluna vulgaris).
Image: Dr. Benjamin Hill

In early spring the endangered 
common pasque flower (Pulsatilla 
vulgaris) makes its appearance. It 
is one of the project’s focus species. 
Image: Jürgen Henkel

Early bloomer Thymian (Thymus 
praecox). Image: Jürgen Henkel

Oregano	(Origanum vulgare).
Image: Wolfgang Wagner

“Blossoming stones”: pictured here 
is goldmoss stonecrop (Sedum acre).
Image: Wolfgang Wagner

Nardus grasslands (habitat type 
*6230)	are	often	strewn	with	
outcrops of rock and can only be 
“mowed” by sheep.
Image: Wolfgang Wagner

The clustered bellflower (Campanula
glomerata) is another of the project’s 
key species.
Image: Christina Marx
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Mediterranean spices underfoot? 

If you find yourself in a nutrient-poor grassland, you may smell it before you see it. 
Thick matted thyme and tufts of oregano emit a strong aroma that may remind you 
of pizza and Mediterranean dishes. These herbs do not grow in the southern Euro-
pean countries only – they are also denizens of the Wetterau’s pastures with their 
warm and dry microclimate. The essential oils from which the scents emanate are 
produced by thyme and oregano in order to discourage grazing. Insects are usual-
ly repelled by these strong odours and even sheep eat these plants only sparingly.



The little owl (Athene noctua) thri-
ves especially well in the orchard 
meadows of the small grasslands, 
with their abundance of wooden 
structures and hollow trees. It is also 
a project focus species. 
Image: Bodo Fritz

The sand lizard (Lacerta agilis) is a species characteristic of the project area 
and	occupies	over	50%	of	the	areas	under	observation.	Its	population	density	
has	increased	by	an	average	of	80%	–	a	very	significant	rise	-–	since	the	mea-
sures were implemented. This animal species is under strict protection and 
requires habitat with partial vegetation cover and a great deal of sunlight, with 
places where it can hide and others where it can sun itself (woodpiles, cairns). 
Image: Dr. Günter Bornholdt

The swallowtail (Papilio machaon) 
is one of the most impressive native 
butterfly species. Within the project 
area, it can be found in half of the 
subareas. Image: Jürgen Henkel 

The small grasslands provide the 
red-backed shrike (Lanius collurio) 
with perfect conditions – open spaces 
for hunting and thorn hedges for bree-
ding, nest support and keeping food 
supplies – the bird impales its prey on 
thorns. Image: Bodo Fritz

The project focus species blue-winged 
grasshopper (Oedipoda caerulescens) 
finds perfect conditions for camouf-
lage on the stony ground; in flight its 
blue hindwings make it stand out. 
Image: dr. Günter Bornholdt

Within the project area, the field cri-
cket (Gryllus campestris), a species 
that prefers warm, dry conditions, 
is found only in the northeast, in the 
Nidda valley and around Hungen. Its 
population is declining, both in Hesse 
and in Germany as a whole.
Image: Verena Holland

The smooth snake (Coronella aust-
riaca), which is endangered in Hes-
se, was only found in three subareas 
of the project area due to its hidden 
living. Small woodpiles were set up 
to serve as hiding places and thus im-
prove the conditions for this species. 
Image: Bodo Fritz

The stripe-winged grasshopper 
(Stenobothrus lineatus), still fair-
ly common in Germany, occupies 
sheep-grazed lands with short gras-
ses and partial vegetation cover. 
Image: Dr. Günter Bornholdt 

Where the caterpillars find plants to 
feed on, and nectar-producing plants 
are available for the adults, the six-spot 
burnet (Zygaena filipendulae) popula-
tes nutrient-poor grasslands, meadows 
and ruderal areas. Image: Bodo Fritz
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Crawling on the ground, flying in the air 

Animals of the pastures
of the Wetterau

Reptiles	 find	 the	 project	 area,	 with	 its	 short	 grasses	
and sunlit rocky surfaces, especially favourable; as ha-
ematocryalanimals, they can absorb more heat here. 
Sand lizards and smooth snakes are two of the species 
that hide in the nooks of the cairns and woodpiles. With 
30	species	in	the	project	area,	grasshoppers	are	espe-
cially well-represented in the project area. The import-
ance of the small grasslands to animal species includes 
the wide variety of structures available to them, such as 
rotting piles of branches and standard fruit trees.

There are also many heat-loving insect species which 
find almost Mediterranean conditions on the dry 
southern slopes. In the summer, the chirp of the field 
cricket echoes across many slopes and hillsides – ano-
ther reason visitors sometimes feel they are walking th-
rough a southern European landscape.

At the project’s conclusion, both the average and absolu-
te numbers of butterfly species per subarea had increa-
sed. After implementation of the project’s measures, the 
average number of key and focus species rose signifi-
cantly. Both facts can be attributed to the generally flo-
wer-rich nature of the nutrient-poor grasslands along 
with the continued presence of wood in close proximity. 

The pastures provide many animal species with food or with structures that will allow 
them to survive and which cannot be found in other habitats.

A	total	of	at	 least	98	bird	species	are	regularly	 found	 in	 the	project	area;	of	 these,	
in	2014	70	species	hatched	their	young	in	the	area.	The	red-backed	shrike,	Eurasi-
an wryneck, little owl, common redstart and the European green woodpecker were 
chosen as project focus species which can be considered as especially typical of the 
pastures of the Wetterau region. In terms of their populations, a significant increase 
was observed after the project measures had been implemented. They have benefited 
from the increased availability of food and easier access to prey on the well-main-
tained nutrient-poor grasslands.

1312



 

Image: Marion Löhr-Böger
Black-and-white photo:
Harald Schmidt kindly gave us
permission to use this photo.

The cultured landscape now and in the past
– the story of the pastures

Pastures in transition

The domino effect in the pastures

As early as several thousand years ago, the early far-
mers kept sheep and goats. This has been shown to be 
true of the Celts, for example, who settled in the regi-
on	ca.	500	B.C.	When	the	people	in	the	Wetterau	region	
became sedentary, they began to clear the forests to 
create room for their settlements and fields.

The animals were brought into the forest to graze, 
because in the early Middle Ages all other outdoor spa-
ces were used to provide the growing human populati-
on with sufficient food. The animals were only kept in 
outdoor spaces which were unsuitable for other uses 
due to the soil’s relative lack of fertility.

This agricultural pattern led to the formation of the 
pastures, which today are home to the nutrient-poor 
grasslands whose conservation is supported by the 
LIFE+ project. Heavy grazing meant that shrubs and 
saplings had no chance of survival. The continual pre-
sence of grazing animals meant that the open, park-li-
ke landscape ultimately turned into pastures or “Hu-
tungen” in German, from the word “hüten”, to keep 
(domestic animals).

Sheep as producers of fertilizer

When other land that could potentially be used for gra-
zing became scarce and the existing fields were far-
med more heavily, the people began to enclose sheep 
in fields of stubble during the night, so that their dung 
fertilized the fields. This meant, however, that the soil 
of the pastures became even more nutrient-poor and 
unlikely to yield a harvest. Nutrient-poor grasslands 
formed and spread. The other plants characteristic of 
these areas are adapted to a lack of nutrients (thus the 
term “nutrient-poor grass”) and a great deal of sunlight 
(thus the term “sunlit grasslands”); this is a result of 
centuries of grazing, primarily sheep grazing, without 
fertilization.

The pastures are changing

In the 20th century, agriculture began to produce in-
creased yields through mechanization, and at the same 
time artificial fertilizers were produced, while the de-
mand for wool fell. This meant that sheep were no lon-
ger needed. Sheepherding was in decline, and fewer 
and fewer farms kept sheep. A small proportion of the 
pastures was turned into farmland through fertilizati-
on, but this was not possible in many of the pastures 
due to their steep terrain or shallow soil – these areas 
were abandoned to natural processes. When regular 
grazing is halted, these areas are taken over by matted 
grasses; shrubs multiply and the biodiversity of these 
spaces is lost. Nature retakes these small grasslands 
– they are claimed by forest.

Shepherd Harald Schmidt in Gam-
bach	with	his	flock	in	the	1970s.

 
Sheepherding no longer economically viable

 
Abandonment or underuse of many areas

Loss of numerous species

 
The vegetation becomes matted,

the ground overgrown with grass; shrubs grow Short grasses and herbs receive too little sunlight

and disappear

 Species that are most adapted to the nutrient-poor 

grasslands go into decline; common species adaptable 

to a broad spectrum of habitats gain a foothold

 The lack of large grazing spaces means that the 

meadows are split into small, economically non-viable 

units. Keeping animals in paddocks is the more common 

and more profitable practice today, so that grassland si-

tes have minimal importance

 Shrubs spread and the nutrient-poor

grasslands turn into undergrowth

  The formation of small “islands” of grassland reduces 
the amount of ecological exchange; the grassland sites 
become isolated
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Target habitats and
potential for improvement

The following habitat types are significant to the project:  

When the project began, the overall habitat type area consisted 
of	177	hectares	divided	into	numerous	subareas.	At	the	project’s	
conclusion, there was an increase of 10 hectares in habitat types. 
It	is	to	be	expected	that	the	over	90	hectares	of	space	that	have	
been cleared of shrubs and saplings will develop into valuable 
sites in the years to come.

Sheep grazing several times per year is the key measure for pre-
servation and development of the habitats. The current usage of 
the spaces was analyzed and optimized in cooperation with the 
sheepherders’ operations. A good variety of economically viable 
grazing sites is an important prerequisite for the long-term sur-
vival of the sheepherding operations and thus to the maintenance 
of the nutrient-poor grasslands.

177	hectares	–	 total	habitat	area	at	the	beginning	of	the	project
10 hectares – increase in habitat area by project’s conclusion
90	hectares	 –	 project	sites	that	have	been	cleared	of	shrubs	
   and saplings and have good habitat potential

Restoration,	initial	setup	and
infrastructure measures

Long-term maintenance

Notable plant and animal species Types of usage Endangerment due
to usage and other

Focus and key species Securing the site

Maps: PlanWerk, Wolfgang Wagner
Sheep mascot: Julia Beltz

Problem species

The	project	area	consists	of	20	FFH	areas	with	65	subareas,	
amounting to a total of 2612 hectares. At the beginning of the 
project,	all	65	areas	were	visited	and	survey	maps	created	
showing the following:

•	 Habitat	types
•	 Endangered	plant	species,	populations	of	focus	and	key	
 species, populations of problem species (shrubs, species 
 indicating abandonment, invasive species)
•	 Animal	species:	reptiles,	butterflies,	grasshoppers
•	 Usage	and	state	of	maintenance
•	 Limitations,	hazards	and	conflicts
•	 Potential	for	development	of	habitats
•	 Designation	and/or	repetition	of	over	150	long-term
 monitoring sites

Based on these assessments, targeted measures
were drawn up for the 65 subareas.

Maps	were	created	for	all	subareas.	This	means	that	a	total	of	585	
maps	(nine	maps	for	each	of	the	65	subareas)	were	produced.

In the last year of the project, the areas in which measures 
had been implemented were visited again and monitored in 
terms of how well aims had been achieved. It can be conside-
red a great success that already during the project’s term, 10 
hectares of habitat were re-established in the target areas, 
and given an optimal amount of sheep grazing, this figure can 
be expected to increase further in the years to come.

As regards bird and butterfly species, the average overall 
number of species and the number of endangered species 
increased significantly; the examples of the increase in the 
common	redstart	population	(RL	Hesse	2)	and	that	of	the	Eu-
rasian	wryneck	(RL	Hesse	1)	make	this	clear.	Another	positi-
ve development is the fact that after two areas were cleared 
of shrubs, the blue-winged grasshopper was able to populate 
these areas.  

Long-term monitoring site 

Semi-natural dry grasslands and 
scrubland facies on calcareous 
substrates in a good state of pre-
servation 

Good potential for improvement to-
wards semi-natural dry grasslands 
and scrubland facies on calcareous 
substrates 

Semi-natural dry grasslands and 
scrubland facies on calcareous sub-
strates in a poor state of preservation 
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The	 Lohhügel	 subarea	 near	 Rup-
pertsburg is populated by mostly 
semi-natural dry grasslands and 
scrubland facies on calcareous sub-
strates (orange marking); the dotted 
area shows the potential for this kind 
of habitat to be developed.

 Nutzungsstufen:
Gute Einbindung in die Beweidung
bzw.	LRT-gerechte	Nutzung

Suboptimale Nutzung oder
ungenau bekannte Einbindung
in die Beweidung

Keine Einbindung in die Beweidung
oder	nicht.	LRT-gerechte	Nutzung

Grazing plan and state of
preservation (traffic light labelling)

Vegetation assessments in a sage 
and oatgrass meadow.
Image: Marion Löhr-Böger

Taking inventory, implementation and monitoring

Getting down to work 


